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THINK THROUGH MATH



Think Through Math at PTMS

Think Through Math (now known as Imagine 

Math) combines live teacher support, 

unique student motivation, and engaging 

adaptive instruction in a web-based 

learning system that is proven to help 

students learn—and love—math. 



Sample student 

log-in and 

demonstration 

from Ms. Jill Kern, 

7th grade PTMS 

Math teacher.

THINK THROUGH MATH

https://lms.thinkthroughmath.com/users/sign_in


 Teachers notify students of the number of lessons 

to be completed for each 9 week period, along 

with the long-term deadlines.  Students are given 

flexibility for when they can best complete the 

lessons, but are consistently reminded of the 

deadlines. 

 As of April 10:

o1830 / 2042 below grade level lessons passed 

(90%)

o11116 / 11775 on grade level lesson passed 

(94%)

o 12946/13817  total lessons passed (94%) –

WOW!!!!  GREAT JOB!!!!



 What supports are available 
for students?  (We know that 
it is challenging  - that is why 
we chose it.)

 In school

Classroom teachers

RTII Math during 
homeroom

 Through the program

It will read the problem 
aloud to students

Sequenced hints

Live teacher support



 Motivation goals:  Students 

can earn points and commit 

them to classroom goals.  

 Pizza Party Progress 

(percent of 600,000 

needed points as of April 

10th):

 Collins – Period 10 – 90%

 Koda –Period 2 - 78% 

 Kern – Periods 5-6 – 71%



Moving forward . . .

Utilizing benchmarking features more 

extensively and the standards reports to even 

better understand where each student is

Continuing to explore ways to support students 

and individualize the way we implement the 

program



Questions?



DIBELS



Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 

Literacy Skills (DIBELS)

 What is DIBELS?

 What is the purpose of DIBELS?

 Who takes DIBELS?

 How is each DIBELS testing measure assessed?

 What do we do with the results?

 RTII/MTSS/HIVE Time

 Reading Intervention Menu

 How are DIBELS scores reported?

 How are we doing?



What is DIBELS?

 Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)

 Dynamic – measures change over time to match the developmental 
progression of in early reading.

 Indicators – subtests that provide an indication of a students 
performance and progress in attaining a larger literacy skill.

 Basic – assessed skills are basic in that they are early to develop 
and critical to fluent reading and comprehension.

 Early – early to assess skills critical to reading.

 Literacy – skills critical to early reading.

 Skills – indicators that are targeted are the key underlying skills 
necessary for learning to read.

 Series of short assessments (usually 1 minute)



What is the purpose of DIBELS?

 DIBELS is a screening measure.

 It identifies which students are at risk for reading difficulty and need 

additional intervention.

 DIBELS is a progress monitoring  measure.

 It determines if students are making adequate progress or need more 

intervention to achieve grade-level reading outcomes.

 DIBELS is an outcome measure.

 It provides an evaluation of the effectiveness of the reading system in the 

school.



Who takes DIBELS?



TESTING MEASURES:

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) - K

 One Minute Assessment

 Students identify as many letters as possible

 Strong predictor in future reading success

 Letter Naming Fluency Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBoYhbOrTNs


TESTING MEASURES:

First Sound Fluency (FSF) - K

 Assessment that measures a student’s ability to recognize 

the initial sound in a word

 Takes approximately 3 minutes  

 First Sound Fluency Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nyVyb9hc80


TESTING MEASURES:

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF) – K and 1

 Assessment that measures a student’s awareness of the 

sounds that make up words

 One minute assessment

 cat – /c/  /a/  /t/

 Phoneme Segmentation Fluency Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLlQVEqRz_U


TESTING MEASURES:

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) – K,1, and 2 

 Assesses a student’s ability to blend together sounds 

represented by letters to make words

 One minute assessment

 Nonsense Word Fluency Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u81_iyFqlnw


TESTING MEASURES:

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) – 1,2,3,4,5,and 6

 Assessment that measures how fluently and accurately 

children can read a passage at their grade level

 One minute assessment

 Retell Fluency

 Oral Reading Fluency and Retell Fluency Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2N5-IBkt4o


TESTING MEASURES:

DAZE – 3, 4, 5, 6

 Assesses a student’s reading comprehension

 Group administered assessment 

 Students read a passage individually where every seventh 

word is left blank.  Students must determine which word 

is correct from a choice of three words.



What do we do with the results?

 Closely analyze student assessment results

 Grade level view

 Are students meeting benchmarks?

 Common strengths or weaknesses at each grade level?

 Individual Student View

 Error pattern analysis

 Individual strengths/weaknesses

 Homogeneous intervention groupings



Prescriptive Intervention Menu –

RTII/HIVE TIME
 Sonday

 Pre-reading skills (phonics using vowels, vowel pairs, 

and blends)

 Wilson Reading Fundations – K, 1, 2

 Phonics and phonemic awareness

 Word study

 Reading fluency

 Comprehension strategies



Prescriptive Intervention Menu –

RTII/HIVE TIME
 Just Words (4,5,6)

 Program focusing on decoding and spelling automaticity

 Paired with literature (Supercharged and Power Readers)

 Corrective Reading (2,3,4,5,6)

 Program for readers who struggle with accuracy, decoding, 
and comprehension

 Read Naturally (1,2,3,4,5,6)

 Fluency, comprehension and vocabulary 



How are DIBELS scores Reported?



How are we doing?

TESTING MEASURE
GRADE 

LEVEL

% ACHIEVING 

BENCHMARK 

FALL

%ACHIEVING 

BENCHMARK 

WINTER

DISMISSALS

FIRST SOUND 

FLUENCY
K 81% 95%

19 Students
PHONEME  

SEGMENTATION FLUENCY
K

Not Assessed in 

Fall
93%

NONSENSE WORD 

FLUENCY - CLS
K

Not Assessed in 

Fall
91%

PHONEME  

SEGMENTATION FLUENCY
1 88%

Not Assessed in 

Winter

15 Students

NONSENSE WORD 

FLUENCY - CLS
1 79% 91%

NONSENSE WORD 

FLUENCY - WWR
1 69% 92%

ORAL READING FLUENCY 1
Not Assessed in 

Fall
84%

ACCURACY 1
Not Assessed in 

Fall
79%



How are we doing?

TESTING MEASURE
GRADE 

LEVEL

% ACHIEVING 

BENCHMARK 

FALL

%ACHIEVING 

BENCHMARK 

WINTER

DISMISSALS

NONSENSE WORD 

FLUENCY - CLS
2 88% Not Assessed

9 Students

NONSENSE WORD 

FLUENCY - WWR
2 88% Not Assessed

ORAL READING FLUENCY 2 83% 90%

RETELL 2 66% 84%

ACCURACY 2 89% 89%

ORAL READING FLUENCY 3 89% 89%

15 Students
RETELL 3 82% 91%

ACCURACY 3 82% 84%

DAZE 3 90% 94%



How are we doing?

TESTING MEASURE
GRADE 

LEVEL

% ACHIEVING 

BENCHMARK 

FALL

%ACHIEVING 

BENCHMARK 

WINTER

DISMISSALS

ORAL READING FLUENCY 4 82% 87%

26 StudentsACCURACY 4 80% 87%

DAZE 4 90% 91%

ORAL READING FLUENCY 5 76% 83%

15 StudentsACCURACY 5 83% 92%

DAZE 5 93% 90%

ORAL READING FLUENCY 6 89% 93%

10 StudentsACCURACY 6 87% 97%

DAZE 6 90% 97%



Questions?



IXL English Language Arts 

and Math



IXL: 8th Grade Available Skills
Punctuation, Parts of Speech, Grammar, Roots, Reading Skills, 

Tone, Homophones, Point of View, Analogies…





2016-2017 8th Grade Usage

 Brown: 40,000+ questions answered 
by 115 students

 Mitchell: 80,000+ questions answered 
by 120 students

 McCue: 54,000+questions answered 
by 117 students



Benefits for Students

 Remediation and enrichment by doing different grade levels

 Students describe it as easy and quick

 Students have individualized extra practice 



Benefits for Teachers

 Questions to use for assessment

 Monitors “Trouble Spots”

 Easy to differentiate and grade



IXL Math Demonstration

 IXL MATH

https://www.ixl.com/


Questions?


